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subjecfs, can it be necessary for us to re 
capitulate the many instances, as thus 
appears to uis, of refusals to institute just 
and necessary inquiry, to pursue io con' 
4ign pnnisbment public delinquents and 
peculators, to economize tbti meuiis and 
resources of the state, to administerto the 
people relief aud redress for the various 
disgraces which the national honour has 
sustained, for the lavish profusion of 
British blood and treasure, extravagantly 
wasted in ill-contrived and fruitless cam- 
paigns, and more particularly in the hu- 
miliating and iE;Dominious expedition to 
the coast of Holland, in which the greatest 
armament that ever left our shores, was 
exposed to the scorn, contempt, and ri- 
dicule .of the enemy, and the flower of the 
British army left tnglorioosly to perish in 
the pestilential marshes of Walcheren, 
vrithout succour! without iiecessity ! 
without object ! without hope ! 

These and similar proceedings of your 
honourable house require no comment, 
b|Ut.w« cannot by oar silence become ac- 
complices in the ruin of our country, aTid 
dare not conceal from you the wholesome 
though unpleasant truth, that they appear 
to us to have materially shaken what re- 
mained of the confidence of the subjects 
of these realms in thewisdom of your hon- 
ourable house. 

We therefoie "hiunbly, but Srmly en- 
treat you to reconsider your coniloct, to 
retrace your steps, and to expunge from 
your journals all your orders, declarations 
and resolutious, respecting Mr. Gale 
Jones, and Sir Francis Burdett, and that 
as Sir Francis Burdett has not beenexjiel- 
led from your honourable bouse, he be no 
Ion$:er prevented from exercising therein 
alt the duties of a member of the same. 

Above all we earnestly pray your 
honourablebouse, in conjunction with Sir 
Francis Burdett, and in conformity to the 
notice he has given, to devise and adopt 
such measures as will effect an immediate 
and radical reform in the commons bouse 
ofparliament, and ensure to the people a 
full, fair and substantial repre.ientation, 
without which they must inevitably cease 
to exist a great, a free, a glorious aud in- 
dependent nation. 

At a meeting of th^ burgesses and in- 
hM'ltsnts of the county borough of Car- 
liianhen. Convened at the Gaildfaall, on 
Monday, the S3d of April, 1810, in con- 
formity to a reqHisit'ron for that purpose. 

J. JONES, tSQ. MAYOt, IN TU« CKAm, 

It was unanimously resolved. 
That it is the opiriiou of this meeting, 
that Civil Liberty, the basis of our admi- 
table Coastitatioo, is the birth light of 



every Englishman; andtbat no longer 
than the free enjoyment of personal se.'- 
curity, personal liberty, and privaie pro- 
perty, remains inviolate, can we be {ret. 

That every nran owes obediCnfe' to the 
laws; laws delinite and distinct, not left 
to the caprice of power, but govpr6c^ by 
that sacred and soleAin palladiuRi of li- 
berty— 'Magna Charfa, which expressly 
and explicitly declares, " That no free^ 
mah shall be taken or impri^ed but by 
the lawful judgment of bis equals, or by 
the law of the land.'* 

That we have observed with aflariA Ulti 
sorrow the late acts of the house of com- 
mons, which has assumed to itself unde- 
fined privileges and constituted itself tho 
accuser and judge of supposed breaches 
of the same, thereby claiming a power 
which cannot be legally assumed by the 
highest branch ef our constitution, and 
which violates the freedom of the subject, 
his right to a trial by his peers, and the 
liberty of the ptessl 

Whilst we fully acknowledge the com- 
petency and right of the house of com- 
mons to remove all obstructions to its 
debates, to pubish prevarication and con- 
tempts, and to adopt and exercise power 
which necessity -may require in unusual 
and unforeseen cases; we nevertheless do 
declare, that it cannot legally constitute 
itself a judge of law or fact in any case 
wherein the ordinary tribunals of the 
kingdom are competent to decide. 

That a judge and jury are the only 
competent aud proper tribunal to ti'y 
and ascertain whether any publication be 
libellous or not, and to punish the con- 
victed author of such libellous publica- 
tion : and whilst we protest in the strong- 
est terms against the functions of a judge 
and jury being exercised by the hause of 
commons on such an occasion, still more 
do we deprecate the measures adopted by 
that house of arresting and imprisoning 
one of fts members for such an alleged of- 
ftnce, and thereby depriving part of the 
community of its repreientative in par- 
liament. 

That the means reported to by the 
servants of the said bouse, in order to 
cari-y intoe!cecQtion the resolutions enter- 
ed into on these subjects, appear to us 
highly unconstitutional, insomuch as the 
dwelling- house of a fellow.subject bat 
been violated under pretence of en(orci6;[ 
a warrant to wbich the king was not 4 
party — a violation jn dir«rt opposition to 
the well-known maxim'— "That an Eng- 
lishman's house is his castle." 

That every independent member of 
parliament, who in the honest and con- 
scientious discharge of bis duty deliver! 
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hi» sentiments openly and without dread 
to his constituents, deserves the respect 
and approbatioa of every honourable man: 
Resolved, 

That convinced of Sir Francis Burdeit's 
honourable motives and conduct, we can- 
not but join in the sympathy of every 
true-hearted Briton; and whilst we la- 
Uieiit the loss which the country sustains 
by bis detention at this momentous crisis 
from parliament, earnestly lu>pe that the 
house of commons will, in conformity 
with the sense and wishes of the people, 
quickly restore to the country a zealous 
and inflexible friend. 

That we beg leave to rctuin to Sir 
Frauds Burdett our unqualified thanks 
for his manly aud constisutioual conduct 
on all occasion?, and to express a strong 
hope, atuouating even to conSdeuce, that 
the integrity of a Britrsh judge, and the 
■ uipartiality of a^ritista jury, will secure 
to him his rights, and with them the 
rights of Britons. 

John Jones, Chairman. 

TO sit p. BURDXtT, A ntlSONEB IH TBS 
TOWEIt. 

The Addnit Iff .llx Freeholders of Middle, 
sex, in fh// County disentitled. 

SiK — With thenam^of Hampden, con. 
secrate(| to the eternal gratitude and 
veneration of Eflglishmeu, for having re- 
sisted the illegal exercise of power by a 
King, the present and future ageswillcnu. 
pie the name of Burdett, for having resist- 
ed an illegal exercise of power by a Jiouse 
of commons. 

To you we are indebted for having cans, 
ed discussions which have done honour to 
our age and nation : but such a variety of 
piincipleshave been shaken in the strange 
proceedings against you, that the extent 
of our obligations to you, first, for yonr 
constitutional doctrine, and then for your 
resisting the violators of our constitution, 
cannot as yet be estjniated. We trust 
the obligations will prove beyond alj esti- 
mate; as we trust they must terminate in 
a resturatiun of that violated coi^stitiilion. 

Whatever, «ir, may be the prostitution 
within certain walls, whatever may be the 
pi'oftigate abuse and peculation of office, 
we may, howe.ver, congrj^tulate our coun- 
try, thfit she has yet able defenders of her 
rights, who lyith you, are rallying around 
<Mir two-fold constitution :-r-a constitution 
that bath not only a law, which is " the 
perfection of reason," but whenever that 
WW may meet with lawless oppo;ers, hath 
also " a sword pf its own," without need- 
ing to borrow any other, native or foreign, 
f<if the sure and ^-esistless enforcemeBt pf 
•bat law. 



Inquiry, sir, is now awake, and at work, 
reason, founding itself on conrtitotiona! 
principle, hath now to decid«, whether, 
for either keeping the peace, or for enforc- 
ing any process ot En$[lish law, recourse 
ouaht to be ultimately had to the county 
power, or to the standing army : that if, 
shall the peace and the law of Englanfl, 
be upheld by the civil power, or by a mili- 
tary force ? 

It is, in fact to be decided, whether go- 
veVnments (whatever be their foriq, or 
their current denomioation)are nptd^ifine- 
abte to be civil governments, o-.mUitary 
governments, that is, free states, or despot- 
isms, as they shall ultimately resort, fur 
execution of their laws, to the civil poVer, 
or to a military force. 

The county power of England, which 
has been aptly called the martial branch 
of the constitution, is yet strictly a civil 
power, beingcomposed ot free citizens on- 
ly ; whereas the standing army is wholly 
a military force, composed of " soldiers;" 
who, from the nature uf the military law 
to which they are subject, are not free ci-« 
tizens ; and according to Sir W. Jones, 
" in fact, no more than instruments in the 
hands of their commanders." 

When(as remarked by Blackstone)" the 
laws and constitution of thiskingdomknow 
no such slate as that of a perpetual stand- 
ing soldier;" and when (as observed by 
Sir W, Jones) the power of the county 
includes the whole civil state, from thie 
duke to the peasant ; while the military 
state, as such, forms no part of that p*wer, 
being under a diffeieiit command, and 
" subject to a different law ; must it not 
follow, that the law cannot be carried into 
execution by the standing armv ? that be- 
ing an mstrument it does not know, an in. 
strument " under a different cptomand " 
and " subject to a different law." 

And when. Blackstone, concurring with 
numberless writers of the highest author- 
ity, and with every intelligent maa', re- 
flection, also remarks, that " in a laud of 
liberty, it is extremely dangerous to' make 
adistinctorderofthe profession of artais ;" 
and likewise adds, ." in absolute monar- 
chies this is necessary for the safety of 
the prince, and arises from the main prin- 
ciple of their constitution, which i^ that of 
governing by fear," will it be possible sir, 
any longer to doubt that it is the design 
of ministjers to bring-us under au " abso. 
lute monarchy," especially when we shall 
combine together all their arts and all 
their practices t(^,thi»t end ? Do we not 
hear our English government, by minis- 
ters.by court lawyers, and by all abeltqrs 
of arbitrary power, perpetually called a 
flionarcby, which is a governroent where 



